
CHEMISTRY AND EARTH SYSTEMS Syllabus  
(Counts as an A-G requirement)  
August 15th 2018 – May 30th 2019  

Teacher: Mr. von Euw (Mr. von or Mr. V) 
Contact: mvoneuw@smuhsd.org  
  

Welcome new Mills students and welcome back returning Mills students to Chemistry and Earth Systems.  This year, 
we will work together to uncover the secrets of the world around us through observation, experimentation, collaboration 
and critical thinking.  
 
EXPECTATIONS - High expectations for both students AND teachers 
You can expect the following from me: What I expect of you: 

- To be fair and consistent 
- To teach excellent and engaging classes that take 

place in a safe atmosphere 
- To help anyway I can with problems in school with 

other students or teachers 
- To keep your parent/guardian informed of your 

behavior and grades 
- To have an open line of communication: feel free to 

email me whenever. 

- To work hard 
- To come to class on time and prepared 
- To engage and participate 
- To be respectful of yourself, others, and myself  

 

 
SEQUENCE 
We will be learning chemistry in the following sequence.  All topics covered are aligned with the current Next Generation 
Science Standards (NGSS) for Physical Science.  These standards can be found in detail at the following website: 
http://www.cde.ca.gov/pd/ca/sc/ngssstandards.asp 

Semester 1 Semester 2 
Unit 1: Heat, Energy, and Earth Systems 
Unit 2: The Atom 

Unit 3: Particles and Their Interactions  
Unit 4: Chemistry of Earth Systems 

 
MATERIALS 
By Monday August 20th you must have the following materials: 
1. Pencil, 2 pens, and a highlighter (one black or blue pen and one red pen)  
2. Scientific calculator capable of doing scientific notation with an “EE” or “EXP” function 
3. A small binder (at least ½ inch) or a shared binder with another class 
4. Lined paper and graph paper 
 
Text book:  We use the textbook a lot throughout the year, but you will rarely have to bring your textbook to class.  Keep 
your text at your favorite study place.  
 
Computer:  I use CANVAS to post grades, assignment deadlines, and communicate with students and parents.  You are 
expected to check Canvas EVERY DAY for assignment deadlines, quiz descriptions, and schedule updates.  
 
Electronics:  Your students will have a 1 minute grace period to put all cellphones on silent or off.  After this minute has 
passed, if I see the phone FOR ANY REASON (unless I specifically told you otherwise) I hold it for 24 hours before 
handing it to the dean!  If you think you may have a problem with this policy, please LOCK YOUR CELLPHONE IN 
YOUR LOCKER before class! 
 
 
GRADING - How you will be graded 

Number Grade Verbal Description Letter Grade Progress Towards Standards 
90-100  Excellent A Far Exceeds Standards 
80-89 Very Good B Exceeds Standards 
70-79 Good C Meets Standards 
60-69 Poor D  Approaching Standards NO A – G CREDIT 

mailto:mvoneuw@smuhsd.org


Below 60 Unsatisfactory F Does Not Meet Standards NO CREDIT AT ALL 
 
Breakdown:  90% of the grade in this class is based on assessments (quizzes, tests, and student generated assessments). 
10% of the grade in this class is based on classwork, homework, and organization.  
 
Students are required to demonstrate proficiency in almost all of the learning objectives to earn a C or higher in this 
chemistry class.  I use rubrics to detail what proficiency is defined as for each unit.  All students will have a personal copy 
of the rubrics and the rubrics will be available in Canvas.  
 
Here are some important facts about the grading system: 

1. Students must show proof of learning PRIOR to taking an individual assessment to demonstrate mastery through 
classwork and/or homework. 

2. Mastery of the objectives will be the only item reported in the gradebook.  Students must demonstrate mastery 
individually through a quiz, test, lab, or self-generated assessment. 

3. Grades for any objective can change throughout the semester.  For an objective to be truly mastered with a 
bare minimum of proficiency, students must retain the skills and knowledge for at least 1 academic semester 
shown through performance on the midterm and/or semester final. 

 
Gradebook Codes: I will use the following codes to measure your mastery of each objective: 
A+  100% of points earned The student has gone above and beyond the expectations. They have gained a deeper 

understanding of the learning objective and helped their peers as well. 
A  95% of points earned The student has gone above and beyond the expectations.  They have gained a deep 

understanding of the learning objective. 
B 85% of points earned The student has met the expectations. 
C 75% of points earned The student has just met the expectations.  They have a basic understanding of the learning 

objective.  
F 50% of points earned The student has not yet met the expectations on a consistent basis of the learning objective. 
 
Types of Assessments:  Most assessments will be in the form of quizzes.  There will be 2 versions of each quiz, a C level 
version and a B/A level version.  Students will have the opportunity to choose which version they want to attempt.  Twice 
per semester, students will be given a test that reviews the concepts covered by the quizzes.  These tests are mandatory 
retakes for the critical learning objectives.  If students do not attempt these tests, they will earn an incomplete F in the 
class. 
 
Revise and Redeem: Students will be allowed to retake assessments only once.  Retakes will take place during class time. 
Quiz correction and demonstration of proficiency is required PRIOR to all retake opportunities.  Please note that retake 
opportunities will ONLY take place on my schedule, not at the student’s discretion. 
 
Late work:  Late work will be documented and excessive lateness does carry its own penalty (see rubric for specifics), 
however all late work will be accepted until the end of the marking period.  If students do not provide proof of mastery for 
a specific objective via classwork or homework in a timely fashion, they will only be able to earn a maximum of a C on 
the assessment. 
 
Absences: Excused or unexcused absences will be recorded in Aeries.  Students will have opportunities to make up work 
for excused absences during and outside of class hours.  Students will have much less flexibility to make up work if the 
absence is unexcused.  Truants are not tolerated and students should not expect me to sacrifice time outside of class 
hours to make up work for unexcused absences. 
 
Tutoring opportunities and Flextime: The chemistry department provides free small group tutoring on Wednesday 
mornings from 8:00 to 9:00 (start date to be determined).  Small groups are tutored by Advanced Placement chemistry 
students.  Furthermore, there is general after school tutoring in the library on most days (start date to be determined).  I 
encourage all students who need help from me directly to attend flextime.  

 
ACADEMIC DISHONESTY- Knowledge is too precious to be stolen 
Students caught copying from other students, plagiarizing the ideas or work of others, or submitting work that is not of 
their own creation will face disciplinary action as per the guidelines stated in the student handbook and will have a 



parent/student/teacher meeting!  The work will not be accepted and students will have to figure out another way to 
demonstrate mastery.  Students, under no circumstances, should have pictures of worksheets, answer keys, or tests 
on their phones – if pictures are found, this situation will be taken very seriously.  
 

I have HIGH EXPECTATIONS for all of you and am looking forward to an excellent year!  


